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Schools, Parents Cracking Down on Web
Socializing

Web Sites That Bring Students Together Can Come Back to Haunt Them

By JESSICA YELLIN

Jan. 18, 2006 — Ask just about any college student you know, bads likely to tell you that he is a
member of facebook.com. Many students say theykcta@ebook more often than they check their e-

mail. It's so popular "facebooking" has becomeré.ve

"Everywhere everyone is doing it," college sophoendatie Silverman said. "It's like everyone's cente
of life."

Facebook is an online social forum where studengiste profiles, share personal information, andtmee
other members. It is password protected and tadgethigh school and college students; members
have an .edu e-mail address to join.

Many students say it has revolutionized their ddiias, giving them an easy way to find and chahw
classmates who share their interests -- and flirt.

"Some people might be too shy to go talk to somébeg like in one of their classes, but on facebook
it's a lot easier to strike up a conversation," iRafanjani said.

The Web site was founded by two Harvard Universitidents who wanted to meet more of their
classmates. It became so popular at Harvard tegitekpanded it to other campuses.

Now, according to facebook, the Web site is on @ &flllege campuses and at 22,000 high schoc
says that it has 6 million active users, two-thiolsvthom log on every day.

Many of the facebook members that ABC News spolaaid their parents had no idea they were on it.

"No way. My folks definitely don't know about itsaid one Washington, D.C., area college senior who
asked us not to use his name.

While facebook says it bans nudity on the sitejestiis regularly post other intimate and inappraeria
information that could damage their reputationanbmy instances, underage kids write about using
drugs, getting drunk, and having sex. Some desthitie wild nights or write critical comments about
other classmates.

Web Surfer Beware

Some students have paid the pr
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At Fisher College in Boston, two students were #ggddor using facebook.com to threaten to comn
crime. At North Carolina State University, four déunts were disciplined for posts about drinking.

When asked by ABC News whether campus police orr@dirators should monitor the site, high
school and college students said that would belation of their privacy. But administrators don't
necessarily see it the same way. Some schoolsiizanresd facebook from their campus computers.
security experts are warning kids and parents wabe of what they post.

"They need to think before they click," said Pakftab, the executive director of wiredsafety.org.
"They shouldn't post anything that their parentggipal or a predator shouldn't see. And they shou
password protect everything they ce

She also says students' online comments can lamt When they apply to college -- because many
admissions officers can access the Web site, readgdosts, and make judgments about their characte
Several employers admit to reviewing applicantiherprofiles before making hiring decisions.

"Mary," a high school junior in Virginia, says stdeesn't believe her friends are thinking aboutegs|
counselors, future employers, or even their pane@htn they post on the site. She even laughecdeat th
guestion.

"That's kind of stretching it. When you're our agel writing something, | don't really think it'sigg to
come up again, like, 10 years from now."

But some school administrators say that's exadtlgtwvorries them.

"I think kids have gone from writing diaries thegpk locked and put under their beds to going on
weblogs, which are not locked, they're not undeirtbeds. They're open for the entire world to'see,
said Meredyth Cole, the assistant head of schobhatMadeira School in McLean, Va.

Hers is one of a number of high schools that htéastesl advising parents and students about what kid
should and shouldn't be posting on these sités.riaking that shift in their minds that they urstand
the ramifications of having such sensitive inforimatavailable to massive numbers of people,” Cole
said.

She adds that she believes students may feel safieg personal information on the Web site because
they're writing a friend but they forget that st in the world for millions of people to see.\RGy
experts advise students not to post anything theyldn't want their parents or future employersde.s
When it comes to the Internet what happens on cardpes not necessarily stay on campus anymore.
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