Nashoba News

NASHOBA REGIONAL
SCHOOL DISTRICT
SPECIAL POINTS
OF INTEREST:
•

NO SCHOOL
on MONDAY,
JANUARY 17,
2005 in honor
of Martin Luther King Day.

•

HALF DAY KINDERGARTEN
STUDENTS
WILL SWITCH
SESSIONS ON
JANUARY 24,
2005.

•

Progress Reports for the

V O L U M E

will be issued
for the K-8
schools on
January 21,
2005. Marks
close for the
second term at
the high school
on the same
date. High
School Report
Cards issued
1/28/2005.
•

School Committee Budget
Workshops and
Meetings begin
on Thursday,
January 27,
2005 at 6:00
p.m. at the Nashoba Regional
High School, 12
Green Road,
Bolton. Meetings are in the
Media Center.
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Parent Forum on 05-06 Calendar
On Tuesday, January 4, 2005 at the Florence Sawyer
School in Bolton a forum was held for all parents in
the district to review and discuss plans for the school
calendar for the upcoming school year. The parents
debated over a number of issues and reported out the
consensus of each table. Some of the prevailing concepts were:
1.
2.
2004-2005 Calendar Revision ?

2nd Trimester,
if necessary,

I ,

3.

days scheduled as no school days. Teachers and
Administrators are putting some finishing touches to
a fourth draft of a calendar. Plans are to have that
one available on the website next week on Thursday
afternoon to give all parents an opportunity to reflect
before the first reading on January 27th by the
School Committee.

To have a calendar that is more consistent
To have a calendar that had early release on
Friday’s
To have a calendar with fewer early release days

The group as a whole was split on the issue of startPolly Gilson, Special Education
has worked with a number of
ing Secretary
before or after
Day and
there was
consen- over the years and has
will Labor
be retiring
at the
Directors
sus end
that of
people
didn’t mind
having
the religious
holi- changes in the special
the calendar
year
in Deseen many

cember. Mrs. Gilson has been
education field. Her calm, pleasthe special education secretary
ant smile will be missed in the
for 29 years and believes that
office along with her depth of
now is the right time to step
knowledge of all of our special
down to spend more time with
education programs, staff, and
her grandchildren. She will be
history.
helping her daughter with dayNEASC Recommendations
Lancaster hosted the January 5, 2005 Tri-town
care as well as visiting her other
meeting.
The
agenda
included
preliminary
town
Capital Plan (For the Administration Buildgrandchildren in Vermont. She
department budgets and the schedule of budget
ing and Nashoba Regional High School)
meetings for the school department. The Capital
On the revenue side there are potential factors
Projects definition accepted by the School Comthat will need consideration as well:
mittee at its December 16, 2005 meeting was
Chapter 70 Funding (Will remain flat)
distributed to all town officials. I talked about a
number of factors that will be budget drivers in
Transportation Funding (Possible Increase)
the development of our FY 06 District Budget.
Circuit Breaker Funding (Will increase
They are:
over last year)
Teacher and Support Staff Negotiations
The HOUSE I Budget will be released in the last
Transportation Contract
week of January and we will probably have our
first draft of the Cherry Sheets by early February.
Health Insurance Rates
The presentation of my recommended budget
Charter School Students
will be on January 27th with an overview, a raSchool Choice Students
tionale, and the detail of the school requests.
Subsequent meetings will have administrators
Enrollment
presenting on those requests.

Tri-Town Meeting 1/5/05
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M.A.S.S. ALERT ON FY 06 BUDGET
Tom Scott and Dave Tobin of the Massachusetts Association of School Superintendents have shared the following
information with association members.
House 1, the Governor’s budget for
FY06, will be released on January 26,
2005. The next day, January 27, 2005,
at the MASS Winter Meeting in Marlboro, the Governor will be a featured
speaker. I will be attending this meeting. The Governor has indicated that he
will talk about House I and its educational content. He has also agreed to
engage in a dialogue through comments
and questions and answers. I will be
sharing this information in my next
newsletter and at the School Committee
Meeting on January 27, 2005.
SAC Meetings to Discuss Calendar??

Possible 2.5% House I Increase in
Chapter This
70 story can fit 100-150
The Governor,
words.meeting with the MMA
(Mass. Municipal Association) on Frith
The7subject
matter that
ap, did indicate
that Chapday, January
pears
newsletters
virtually
ter 70 aid wouldinincrease
fromis$3.18
billion to endless.
$3.26 billion
as reported
by
You can
include stothe Boston
Globe.
The great
bulk of
ries
that focus
on current
that increase
will comeor
ininnovations
the form of in
technologies
your field.

This story can fit 150-200
words.
Foundation Aid. For those
One benefit of using your
many school districts who are
newsletter
a promotional
close to theasfoundation
budget
tool
is that you
reuseSpendconon required
Netcan
School
tent
otherlatest
marketing
ing, from
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then
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should not affect our district.
In the short term, the association is also pressing for some
stability or minimum aid.
It is also expected that the
“Circuit Breaker” to reimburse
this year’s excess special education costs (75% of amounts
spent above, four times the
foundation budget) will be
close to fully funded.
It is expected that the Department of Education will release
the Chapter 70 FY06

You may also want to note
business or economic trends,
or make predictions for your
customers or clients.

M.A.S.S. Task Force

A great way to add useful content to your newsletter is to
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Estimate”
the
develop
and write
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That is
articles,
or in
include
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used for your Web site. MicroOther FY06 House I Aid
Lottery Aid is also expected to
be increased $100 million in
House I. While the amount is
above last year’s H-1, it would
be $25 million above what is to
actually
received
with a late
Ifbethe
newsletter
is distributed
distribution
during
this
year.
internally, you might comment
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hisupon new procedures or imtoric aid to 150 cities and town,
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would be level funded. Some
Sales
will in
townsfigures
wouldorgetearnings
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how
your
business
is
lieu of taxes for state owned
growing.
property within municipalities.
Some newsletters include a
column that is updated every
issue, for instance, an advice
column, a book review, a letter
from the president, or an editorial. You can also profile new

Inside Story Headline

Tom Scott, MASS Executive Director,
Gene Carlo, Co-Chair of the MASS Taskforce on “Finance, School Reform and Accountability” and Dave Tobin, MASS Finance,
met with
This story
can fitGovernor
75-125 Romney’s Executive
words.Office of Administration and Finance and the Governor’s Special Assistant
Selecting pictures or graphics
for Educational Affairs. This is part of an
is an important part of adding
ongoing dialogue concerning years 2006content to your newsletter.
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flexibility where needed; and streamlined
accountability with a capacity to measure
“value added” progress; supported by adequate and stable resources. The
“Taskforce” is focusing
short term
be outon
of both
context.
and long term objectives to improve school
Microsoft Publisher includes
finance and provide improved “management
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FY 06 State Budget
We anticipate the release in
mid-January of the governor’s
budget request, usually referred to as House I. In advance of this the Board of
Education finalized its budget
request for FY 06 at its last
meeting, giving us early clues
as to what we should monitor
as the budget process proceeds.

.

•

Increase Charter School
Reimbursement by $10.5
million to fully fund
100%/60%/40% reimbursements
• Establish Educator Database Program—$1.5 million
• Development of Certificate of Occupational Proficiency—$1.1 million
• Increase Student Assessment Program by $8.3
The following are highlights of
million to fund pilot Value
the requests made by the
Added Data system, imBoard For FY 06:
plementation of science
• Level Funding, Chapter
and history tests and online assessment system
70
• Increase METCO by
• Increase Circuit Breaker
$716,000
by $14.4 million to fully
•Increase School and District
fund the 75% reimburse- Intervention by $1.5 million to
ment rate
fund oversight and technical

assistance to under performing
schools.
The backdrop to this year’s
budget process is not encouraging. There is a projected
structural defect in the budget
of roughly $700,000. This is
the result of one time events
and other budget strategies
used in developing the FY 05
budget. Additionally, the legislature is faced with significant challenges around health
care costs, likely to be the primary interest of the legislature.
We will also be watching for
outside sections which may
affect the membership, including any retirement proposals.
We will keep you informed
when House I information
becomes available.

FEDERAL BUDGET

Value Added Assessment

The Congress seems directed to solve the
$400 trillion deficit on domestic funding
programs. Recent budget decisions provided the USED a 1.6 percent increase resulting in:
• Title I—Added $397 million to a $12.7
billion program. This will result in
further reductions to those who recently experienced declines in Title I
funding.
• IDEA, Part B—An increase of $513
million to the $10.6 billion program.
This brings the federal contribution to
19 percent, not the promised 40 percent.
• Title II—Teacher Quality—Cut by
$13.5 million to $2.9 billion
• Title II, Part D—Education Technology—Cut by $196 million to $496 million

The Value Added approach to
collecting and reporting data to
assess student academic performance is growing in interest.
The Board of Education has recommended funding in the FY
06 budget to begin the development of this program. Value
Added Analysis begins by measuring the growth of individual
students’ performance over
time. Looking at this growth
over time allows educators to
assess the impact of schools and
programs on student learning.
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Articles on pages two and three are from the
MASS Superintendent’s Report by Thomas
Scott.
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OPERATION RECOGNITION Gene Dwinells
During the 1940’s , thousands
of young men and women
across this country left high
school and the comforts of
home and hearth to serve gallantly in the armed forces during
World War II. Their sacrifice
ensured our freedom, built our
county into a superpower, and
shaped the entire course of history throughout the world. After the war, many of these veterans were not able to finish high
school for various reasons, but
led productive lives and built

Inside Story Headline

our communities over their lifetime. In recognition of their outstanding standing contribution, The Massachusetts Department of
Veteran’s Services, through a program
called “Operation Recognition” for WWII
Veterans, is working with individual cities
and towns to award full high school diplomas to qualifying WWII veterans. This is a
small, overdue, gesture of our society’s
gratitude for the sacrifice these individuals
made in the name of freedom.
Mr. Donald Eugene, “Gene” Dwinells expected to graduate from the Hale High
School in Stow with the other members of
his class on June 13, 1945. Instead, Mr.

Dwinells entered the service on March 19,
1945. Under the Operation Recognition
legislation, some veterans of World War II
who were unable to finish high school, may
now be awarded their high school diplomas.
Because the Hale High School is no longer
operating and the Nashoba Regional School
District is responsible for the education of
the students residing in Stow, we may now
honor Mr. Dwinells with his diploma from
the Nashoba Regional High School.. Mr.
John Smith, Principal of the high school,
will award Mr. Dwinells his diploma at the
school committee meeting on Thursday,
January 13, 2005 at 6:00 p.m. Mr. Dwinells
is still a resident of Stow.

Finance Advisory Board
plan would have revenue from four sources: with the bleachers, concession stand, and
On January 5, 2005, the Finance Advithe front ramp on the high school.
sory Board met at the Department of
Deficit Bond Remaining Balance
Revenue Local Offices in Boston. The
In other matters, the FAB discussed and
High can
School
Construction
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soon
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The
full
scope
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laid out and approved at our School
or economic trends, or make preSome newsletters include a column
Committee meeting in December. That project is to address the ADA violations
dictions for your customers or
that is updated every issue, for

WEB Site Use
I have been very pleased with the
number of people that have called
or emailed commenting on the use
of our website. I continue to want
to make it the place to go for news
and information about the District
and the place to start regarding the
schools that your children attend.
One comment that has been heard
on several occasions, and we now
have been able to respond to, is the

No School or Delay of School Announcements. The District will be
putting the message under announcements for the time being,
but it will also be in the form of a
banner with the announcement
prominently displayed on the front
page without having to click onto
the site map.
I appreciate the use of the web site
and appreciate the comments.
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